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ART-UNIT: 271 

PRIMARY-EXAMINER: Cosimano; Edward R. 



ABSTRACT : 

A computerized payment disbursement system and method are provided. One embodiment 
of the method of the present invention includes storing in a computer database 
user-defined payment disbursement criteria associated with a plurality of types of 
disbursement transactions. At least one payment disbursement request corresponding 
to one of the plurality of types is received. At least one payment disbursement is 
generated based upon the criteria and the request by automatically determining which 
of the plurality of types corresponds to the request and automatically selecting 
from the storage means the disbursement criteria associated with that disbursement 
type. 
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a commiinications netw^^ to obtain bill information an^Bay bills. For example, such 
a commiinications network may be the Internet or the Wo^ra Wide Web thereof. Using a 
personal computer, a user can access a Web site provided by the server computer to 
view the bill information and instruct the server computer as to the details of the 
bill payment. In a second embodiment, without visiting the web site, users are 
provided with electronic bills containing bill information in the form of electronic 
mail (e-mail) at their e-mail addresses. After opening an electronic bill, a user 
can make the bill payment by replying to the electronic bill. 
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one thermo chroma tic fingerprint image printed with thermochromatic ink, wherein said 
thermochromatic fingerprint image will fade when heat is transferred to the image 
from a live human hand. The negotiable document further includes a warning clause 
that the negotiable document may be fraudulent without the thermochromatic 
fingerprint image. 

10 Claims, 5 Drawing figures 



2 of 2 



9/16/02 9:41 A> 



□ 



Generate Collection 



Print ] 



Ll: Entry 4 of 10 



File: USPT 



Apr 6, 1999 



US-PAT-NO: 5893080 

DOCUMENT- IDENTIFIER: US 5893080 A 
TITLE: Disbursement system and method 
DATE- ISSUED: April 6, 1999 



INVENTOR- INFORMATION : 
NAME 

McGurl; Daniel M. 
O ' Toole ; Margaret 
Herman; Helmar 
Loomis; James L. 



CITY 
York 

North Berwick 
Lee 

Durham 



STATE 

ME 

ME 

NH 

NH 



ZIP CODE 



COUNTRY 



ASS IGNEE - INFORMATION : 
NAME 

Bottomline Technologies, Inc. 



CITY STATE ZIP CODE COUNTRY TYPE CODE 

Portsmouth NH 02 



APPL-NO: 08/ 506579 [PAT.M] 
DATE FILED: July 25, 1995 



INT-CL: [06] GQR E 1J./BSX 

US-CL-ISSUED: 705/40; 235/379, 340/825.3, 340/825.35, 705/35, 705/39 
US -CL- CURRENT: 70^ /40; 23S/2Za, •^40 / ^.41 , 7Q5/2S, 705/^3. 

FIELD-OF-SEARCH: 395/230, 395/233, 395/234, 395/240, 705/30, 705/34, 705/33, 705/40, 
705/410, 705/1, 705/35, 705/39, 221/9, 235/375, 235/379, 235/381, 340/825.3, 
340/825.35 



PRIOR-ART-DISCLOSED : 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



Search Selected J | Sejarch ALL \ 



1 of 2 



9/16/02 9:41 A^ 







isft DATE 


FA i Ci^ 1 £• Ci - AIt!^^^ 




n 




May 1983 


Horst et al . 


382/119 


n 


4484'i07 


November 1984 


Quatse et al . 


705/410 


n 

LJ 


S12194S 


June 1992 


Thomson et al . 


283/58 


n 


SI 9^0*^S 


March 1993 


Brown et al . 


705/33 






February 1994 


Anderson 


380/24 


n 




January 1995 


Kight et al . 


395/240 


n 


^"^94469 


Februarv 1995 


Naoel et al 


380/4 


n 

LJ 


^46*^206 


November 1995 


Hilt et al 


395/240 


n 

LJ 


^5^04677 


Aoril 1996 


Pollin 


705 /45 


n 


SS7046S 


October 1996 


Tsalcanikas 


395/114 


n 


S727249 


March 1998 


Pollin 


705/40 


n 


5745886 


April 1998 


Rosen 


705/39 


u 


C7 Q o n o o 


Augusc xyyo 


Wagener et al . 


o "5 rr / o o A 


□ 


5799087 


August 1998 


Rosen 


380/24 



ART-UNIT: 271 

PRIMARY- EXAMINER: Cosimano; Edward R. 



ABSTRACT: 

A computerized payment disbursement system and method are provided. One embodiment 
of the method of the present invention includes storing in a computer database 
user-defined payment disbursement criteria associated with a plurality of types of 
disbursement transactions. At least one payment disbursement request corresponding 
to one of the plurality of types is received. At least one payment disbursement is 
generated based upon the criteria and the request by automatically determining which 
of the plurality of types corresponds to the request and automatically selecting 
from the storage means the disbursement criteria associated with that disbursement 
type. 
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mail (e-mail) at their e-mail addresses. After opening an electronic bill, a user 
can make the bill payment by replying to the electronic bill. 

38 Claims, 13 Drawing figures 
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TITLE: Postcard rank check 
DATE-ISSUED: April 22, 1997 



INVENTOR- INFORMATION : 
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APPL-NO: 08/ 500051 fPAT.Ml 
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PARENT -CASE: 
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ART-UNIT: 326 

PRIMARY -EXAMINER: Han; Frances 



ABSTRACT : 
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The invention is a bankable apparatus or post card banl^^heck for sending payments 
or contributions by mail without the use of any letter envelope. The post card bank 
check may be used for personal check payments or it may carry with it the dollar 
value of the instrument of such denominations as the issuing banks may determine and 
as the buyer may choose for the purpose of sending money from the sender to the 
recipient. A security strip is provided for use when the payor wishes to conceal the 
account number. The postcard check may be negotiable as any other personal check or 
it may be non- negotiable and withdrawable only with the use of the recipient's own 
bank check making it a safe way to transfer money from a donor to a recipiient 

2 Claims, 15 Drawing figures 
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PRIMARY-EXAMINER: Evai!^ F. L. 



ABSTRACT : 

A payment verification method and system includes the imprinting of code indicia, 
such as a bar code, on the face of a payment document, such as a stock certificate, 
check, or note. The bar code and a corresponding data file, is generated by an 
automated computerized process. The code indicia serves as an index to a 
corresponding data file in a database which can be communicated to a drawee banking 
institution serving as broker for the funds as identified in the check so that the 
institution has prior knowledge of information relating to the check. Such knowledge 
is used to verify the authenticity of the check and amount of funds committed. After 
the check has been honored by the brokering institution and returned to the issuer 
or drawer, a computerized system scans the bar code and records the receipt of the 
authorized instrument by updating the corresponding data f ile . 
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PRIMARY-EXAMINER: Bell; Paul A. 



ABSTRACT: 

A single sheet paper form contains upon a first side the complete face of a 
negotiable instrument, nominally a check. Upon the opposite second side are printed 
one or more coupons in an image area which is partially overlapping of the 
oppositely juxtaposed image area of the check upon the first side. Severence of the 
check from the entire form is required in order to negotiate it, simultaneously 
dividing the coupon (s) and rendering it (them) iinredeemable . Alternatively, 
severance of the one or more coupons from the entire form is required in order to 
redeem such coupon (s), simultaneously dividing the check and rendering it 
non-negotiable. The benefits promised, amounts, conditions, exercise dates, and 
other parameters of the check and the coupon (s) are completely independent. Further 
elements including a contest entry blank may be incorporated upon either side of the 
form, and either in alternative or non- alternative relationship to existing form 
elements of check and coupon (s) . 

13 Claims, 4 Drawing figures 
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ART-UNIT: 162 



PRIMARY -EXAMINER: Katz; Murray 



ABSTRACT : 

A method of safeguarding the amount and/or signature of negotiable instruments such 
as a check or similar document from fraudulent alternation or forgery by providing a 
pressure transfer coating for application to the document to be protected during 
amount printing and/or signing thereof comprising a pressure sensitive tape having a 
release coating, a polyester or acrylic coating including fluorescent, colorless 
pigment and an amorphous silica, and a strata having a design with a brilliantly 
colored daylight fluorescent ink and a waxy- type coating thereon. The latter three 
strata are pressure released from the tape and transferred to the document over the 
amount or signature area to be protected, and then heated so as to cause penetration 
of the wax- like layer and deeper penetration of the amount indicia into the document 
fibers . 

7 Claims, 6 Drawing figures 
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TITLE: Financial data processing system using payment coupons. 
PUBN-DATE: April 22, 1992 
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CHG DATE-19990617 STATUS=0> There are disclosed herein methods and systems for 
affecting the accounting functions of debiting and crediting a bank's account 
records, a payor ' r bank account records and a corporation's accounts receivable or 
balance forward records with their customer's payments, and are based on the ability 
of a payment coupon with appropriate payor ' s authorization and necessary pre-printed 
machine readable data to create a variety of multi- function transactions. By 
combining all of the required data elements in a single payment coupon document at 
either the time of preparation or at the time of receipt of the payment coupon by 
the corporation, the requirement for siabsequent redundant, labor intensive processes 
are eliminated. The single payment coupon becomes a multi-functional document which 
generates the transaction to effect the customer's accounts receivable or balance 
forward, the nf^gntiahlp> instrument to (1) credit the corporation's bank account and 
(2) debit the customer's bank account while creating a complete audit trail and 
accountability at each separate processing level. < IMAGE > 
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DOCUMENT- IDENTIFIER: US 5699528 A 

TITLE: System and method for bill delivery and payment over a communications network 

T)ATK T.q.qTTPin (1) : 

Dfttailfid Description Text (10) : 

In accordance with the invention, EBSC has negotiated with selected payees 
participating in the electronic bill payment service such that the payees no longer 
mail the bills to the subscribers of the service, but provide the billing data 
concerning the subscribers to bill capture device 150 which may be a conventional 
computer. In practice, this bill capture device could be made part of server 
computer 160. Payee computers 170-1 through -K communicate with device 150 pursuant 
to an agreed-upon protocol (where K is the number of participating payees) , and 
periodically download the billing data to the device through transmission links or 
magnetic tapes. Device 150 collects and processes bill images from the participating 
payfie>fi after the images are created, but before they are printRd, to extract the 
billing data. 

Detailed Description Text (44) : 

Once the siibscriber chooses to open a bill which has never been opened, its open 
status bit value i a nhangf^d from "0" to "1" to reflect the new "opened" status. In 
addition, an acknowledgement message as previously described is sent to server 
computer 160 through network 110 after the bill is opened the first time. 

Detailed Description Text (48) : 

The electronic bill payment service in this embodiment also provides for a grievance 
process whereby the subscriber may put the entire or a partial bill amount in 
dispute. To that end, the subscriber may enter for the payment amount, instead of 
the default value, any value from zero up to the bill amount, exclusive. Thus, if at 
step 831 the program detects that the payment amount entered is less than the 
default value, the program queries whether the partial payment is permitted by the 
payee, as indicated at step 832. If the response is negative, the subscriber is 
prompted for an explanation for the deficiency, as indicated at step 833. As 
mentioned before, the subscriber's explanation would be conveyed by EBSC to the 
appropriate payees. In any event, the payment is transmitted to server computer 160 
in the form of reply e-mail through network 110, as indicated at step 835. The pay 
status bit valnfi of the electronic bill just paid is accordingly changed from "0" to 
"1" to reflect the new "paid" status of the bill. The program then returns to step 
809. 
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DOCUMENT- IDENTIFIER: US 5491325 A 

TITLE: Method and system for payment and payment verification 



HATK Tfl<:^TTKn (1) : 

Rri f=jf ySiimTTiary Tg*xt (14) : 

It is another object of the invention to provide an interactive payment system for 
printing all of the necessary elements of a nf^gotiahle^ instrument entirely from 
computer prepared data and menu items selected from stored graph -i which can only 
be activated through a series of predetermined conditions. 

Df^taiJpd Df^RC-riptinn Te>xt ( 4 ) ; 

FIG. 2 generally depicts a payment document in the form of a negoMahl e instimment 
40 such as a check as generated by the issuer computer system 12. The check 40 
represents a common format of a check with routing number 42 and account number 44 
and check number 46 all in special font as known in the art. The check 40 also 
includes an index code 48 shown in the form of a bar code. The check 40 may be 
formed from a blank paper stock that may be any size, weight, quality or other 
specification suitable for the purpose. Perforations may be added to separate the 
check 40 from a portion (not shown) serving as a record of other information 
pertaining to the check as known in the art. The check number 46, drawee logo 50 and 
identification of issuer 52 are optional elements. The date 54, amoiint to be paid 56 
and identification of payf*f=> 58 are generated by the issuer computer 18 and printed 
by thf^ printer 24 as will be described later. The authorizing signature line 60 or 
other computer generated graphics are discretionary. The specific layout, fonts, 
number of elements and use of magnetic ink, as shown, are preferable but not 
necessary in carrying out the invention. 

Dfitailfid np^firriptinn Tpyt (10) : 

In block 86, the sorted unpaid invoices are temporarily stored whereafter the 
payment terms are compared to terms currently agreed to by the parties as stored in 
an updated vendor file as indicated in block 88. The computer 18 determines whether 
or not payment is due based on the current date of the search as indicated in block 
90. When payment is not due, the process begins over again on another payment date 
or on another invoice data file if several invoice data files are used. However, 
when payment is due to a vendor, the issuer computer system 12 determines the 
discounts or adjustments needed to accurately state the payment amount . Any interest 
payments are also added or deducted from each invoice amount as shown in Block 92 . 
After the correct amount owed to a vendor has been calculated, the amount calculated 
is stored as part of an original check record data file. 
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